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jan. -.6, 196 $ 30th anniversary of the birth of V,S. 

gee. and Jan. aro for uo aasociatod with-Vao 61 Simonenko. On the first 
r.xmivorcary of his death ■was published posthumously tho collection of his 
poetry entitled: "Tranquility an- Thunder". I rogrot to cay that it contains 
not all of Vasil Simonenko* a best pooaa, although they circulato widely in 
manuscript form. Of those it does contain, not all have boon printed as tho 
•abhor wo to thorn. Nevertheless, such as it is, tho oollootion presents 

.*!.-nbla iT«torial for a wide discussion of tho problem of our social life and 
• r literature, especially if the works aro taken, not as an individual and 
b-.olatod phenomenon but as an in separable part of contemporary Ukrainian 
poetry. Tho latter I emphasize not accidentally. One can foresee in advance 
that various attempts will bo made to isolate Vasil Simonenko from the whole 
process of creation of tho new poetic treasures, a process which has been taking 
place in the young Ukrainian litoraturo for the past several yoars, and to 
countorpose him to the rest of the young poets, to combat them by means of him. 
This is part of our tradition: to fight the living by means of tho dead. Did 
those who persecuted Dovzhenko during his life not begin to utilise his naies in 
tho campaign against evory^new expression; did they not attempt, by using his 
name, to buttress the shaky "authority” of tho flatterers? 

And here, not long ago, we heard from a critio of high official standing 
that Vacil Simonenko is :"tho sole mature one among tho youngor poets". It is 
quite clear why ho is "the only mature one" for this high priest: because ha is 
dead and cannot answer this man as ha deserves. This, the latter takes into 
account. But the esteemed lackey is mistaken. Let him read the poems of Vasil 
Simonenko. There is much said about his kind and said most pointedly, can our 
part vo would like to state as a reminder that those young poets, whom tho critic 
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'rxpQ, rob as "immature", wero^'otiTan example and on inspiration to Vasil siacaonko, 
a:s ho is now an example and~an~ihapiration for thoxa and for all of us. 

Uo, they will not succc- separating Vasil’s work from tho living and 
croat ivo procona of the now l ~olan literature. Only as part of this process 
is his poetry fully undarotc.. d,‘ In its turn, makes a groat contribution for 
tho c'naractorlzation of this ca« 

Uoro is not tha time an e. o to* speak in detail of those problems which 
flo'.v out of this. I would lik- dwell briefly on three points, which oecm to ns 
especially instructive. In the sson" Vasil Simonenko hao given us. 

Firstly, Vasil Simonenko 1 n from ordinary maxima, but reached a high level 
o.f philosophical-political thin.: g, of croatin of concopta and of writing of 

poetry ao arenas of independent -nking. Prom newspaper moralising, he rose to 
a high lovol of journalism and political lyricism of tho quality of 
Shevchenko's. From ordinary ren- ruing ha rose to a fullness of compassionate 
understanding and doop emotional .. prociation of tho beautiful. His achieve men t 
is very instructive and simultar .sly reveals reliably how much energy and 
potential is loot in our liters v The majority of our young poets begin and 

?. •" vtinuo to begin from no worse : -wl than Vasil Simonenko, nor had they less 

v' lCrural talent. Therefore, many . 'them coutld have reached bin stature, but only 
e.v.va individuals achieve this, lbs rest do not go up, but down. How many talents 
iinvo already in our time diminished, degenerated and declined? "What is the reason? 

• .I'-v.-nlv there are many; her I will give two. 

, ' ) 

'• ‘non a person speaks at tha -op of his Voice, it becomes stronger, but when he 
cast or-n himself to speak in a whisper, this becomes Ills normal voice. Vasil 
"presko courageously spoke tno -ruth and tho truth made him ever greater and 
nter. a poet needs scope to unu his talents so that they will develop. Ko 
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C.r-'two.-rs his scope, who ck .:t uso his full powers, who dcos to tax them 
sensuously and to thoir Si: ..Slows his muscles imperceptibly to weaken, his powers 

to decline. In madccine is v oho term "sluggish heart". ISany of our poets have 

sluttish souls, sluggish oesa-.- tea* 

Vasil Simononko was mercilessly self-critical and always not fully satisfied 
with himself -in important matters , noydn potty details. Kis c one opts and critoria 
v/oro too high for hi ” to bo satisfied with what ho had accomplished. His first book 
was published $ ovoryono praicod it, ovoryono was delighted. Vasil spoke of it 
somewhat ironically j ha did not like it; ho had already outgrown it. Today ho stood 
higher than yesterday, and tomorrow higher than today. This invaluable ability to 
continually grow in wisdom and porfootion is one of the great lessons’ ho left for 
all of us. Without exaggeration, ninety percent of Ukrainian litoratours lack those 
qualities. For this reason they do notgo up, but slip down. 

Secondly it is no secret that Vasil Simonenko, first of all, is a poet of the: 
national concept. All who road this book will see that it is precisely this idea 
which is dominant in hl3 poetry. It is true that Lscnind iOholaiovich Kovichenko, 
wk.o sits hero in the presidium assures us that the idea "’national concept”, 

it ioiui! consciousness" are now obsolete, unwarranted, outdated and non-Marxist. 

I ••ould advise him to tell this to the Chinose Communists, oh the Italian Communists, 
or the •t.-'onch Coswunista, or the English Communists, or tho Polish Communists, or 
finally, the Hussion Communists. Or lot hira tell this to lari liarx, in whose works, 
especially in his correspondence arc found such expressions regarding those questions 
of "national feelings", Rational "those" , that if they were quoted new, without 
prior warning as to their authorship, it would be necessary to revive many hero with 
water. Obviously the national concept cadets and will continue to exist. For us 
today it is real and represents tho concept of a full, oovreiga existence both as a 
culture and as a state of the Ukra in ia n socialist nation, and the concept of 
complotenas 5 and sovhoignty of its national contribution to the general cause, of 


df&oavaay and social:. This conoopt lies at tho heart of Vasil Simonenko’s 
peltry and inspires it. 


X a sn raising this been 


carries vrith it a threat c~ 


ring primacy to tho national concept very often 


.'forenco to other concepts, by 


g in some persons 


all in other problem of tho human spirit* There have been poets and even 

•whole literatures which bocamo uniform and monotonous becauso they wore forced by 
historical circumstances to completely abandon tho national concept, thus relegating 
themselves to second piaco before -literatures which had no such need of forsaking . 
tho primacy of this national concept. But thoro er© historical precedents of the 
' w-wite typo, when tfca national concept does not exclude, but draws in, does not 


■ e hu'e vli 


ousos, does, not kill but catalyzes in individuals tho innumerable 


iuuaan concepts. And the very immersion in tho national concept and devotion to it 
together lead many to tho innermost depths of other social and spiritual problems, 
wo see examples of this in Shavchenko, Franko, Lesya Ukrainkc^ Sandor Potofi, 
Scnillor . 

However, when me speak of Ukrainian litoraturo this did not and does not apply 
to all Ukrainian poet3. 

Simonenko belonged to those, who felt the bond between tho national concept and 
all other human values such as the concepts of human dignity, honesty, conscience* 
the concepts of personal and social ethics and justice. It is precisely ibi a 
understanding of dignity, conscience and justice that brought hln to tho national 
concept, to tho now understanding of Ukraine . 


Dostoyevsky once asked j ”Woul,. you agreo to build a system of universal harmony 
on one single tear of one innocent child?” And si milar ly wo askj Can there be 
"universal harmony”, can there be a universal society, can thoro be universal human 
justice for tho attainment of which is necessary even the smallest injustice to any 
o no nation, in tills case the Ukrainian nation? No, there cannot bo such am a society 
and such « harmony* established on ouch foundations. This is v/hy tho national question 


:V~'h c-.md by the thinnest threads with tfca scat sacred problems of hisson cease Acnco. 

7; at is why a dcop understanding of tills problem can inspire a conter.ipcrary poet 
with a spirit of humaneness and a passion of coif sacrifice • And this is the 
position at which Simonenko arrived, as is attested. to by his published and un- 
published v;orlcs. 

finally, the third point. S©ro I have in Bind tho aoral lesson, the lesson 
of civic ctliics which ho gave us. Thera aro opocto when tho decisive battlos take 
pine o in tho arena of social morality and civic conduct* when even elementary human 

* 

dignity, opposing brutal pro o sure, can become a groat rebellious -r evolut icnary force. 
To such epochs. In cy opinion, for tbs most part also belongs our epoch. Buo to 
historical circumstances a significant part of our problems consists in tho 
discrepancy of word and deed, theory and praties, projects and achievements} in tho 
neglect of social morality and the degeneration of civic life. A correspondingly 
significant part of our task boils derail to tho elimination of those inconsistencies, 
tho regeneration of a high degree of public participation and tho uplifting of the 
national-political life. 

But, standing in tho way, is a groat, dull fore© of inertia, indifference and 
civic demoralisation, given birth by tho ora of Stalin and nourished k today, on the 
one hand, by tho deadly official Pharasaica, and, on the other, by that little- 
lu’ujr/, l*w» lasd s coptic isa into which, with willingness and rofinemont there are those 
v/hc f?.oo from their heavy civic duty because of lethargy, fear and blindness 5 that 
deplorable scopticisa of the slave, who, feigning wisdom and wishing to dacoivo 
himself, pretends that he is so carried away by tho gams of paradoses that ho docs 
not notice the yoke on his nock; that scopticisa which in spite of its modern attire, 
I' oils down to tho ancient wisdom of tho snake-intellectual j »ply or crawl, all the 

into the ground you will go; all the earns into dust you will change. » 

This is why perhaps nothing else has at present such significant© as tho 


of civic conduct! And people do not wait for anythin; 


I as nuen as for 
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; cv.rn plo of ha role civic; conduct ! People need tills wcas&la not fcuaauee without 
w. eavnot form a conception of genuine civic deeds, but oscauac they need to be 
confident that today suoh dsods aro necessary and possible, and that today they aro 
p.ot fruitlooo j that today* "Dasani 'ey of the bravo reveals the real courage of life." 

. Today, and perhaps today as never before. It is possible and necessary to strug gloi 
In this lies tho main lesson of Vaeil Sidononlco * personal integrity, uncompromising 
and cool courage united with a high sense of civic duty, human dignity and self -respect, 
honour and conscience were, according to hlo under standing, tho basic foundations of 

* 

sec ini life. In his works is reflected tho attitude of Ukrainian youth with the new 
outlook, where through^. tho stratum of the past ora, robustly push up shoots of youth 
and otornal green; of human dignity, human investigation and independence ♦ of the 

1 

unconquerable and inexhaus table human spirit which "spurs the human body to fight,” 
which calls one to stand up in defense of his people and to find in this the moaning 
of his life. 

Such is tho losson loft for us by Vasil Simonenko both by his works and by his 
moral -civic example. Now there arisoa tho questions’ Can wo castor tho losson? 

And in this sense I aa personally alarmed and saddened by none other than our 
; untuous love for' Vasil Simonenko. It turns out that today crayons loves him. lie 
loved by the general public and these of honoured rank 3 he is loved by the 
•••: Vcaraturna Ukraine", which is edited like the wall newspaper of the district 
'■J-iitin (police )j ho is loved by Doctor of Philosophy, Academician of tho Academy of 
Sciences of tho Ukrainian S.S.R., secretary of the Union of Writers of the 
Ultraiiiian S.S.R., Leonid Mikolaiovucn IJoviehonlco. AH together we very much iovo 
Simonenko, and so much that in blind love (or perhaps aodsoty} sores do not even 
notice that perhaps for thorn in would bo bettor not to love 3 that since thoir paths 
diverged from Simonenko's in his Lifetime they also diverge after ids death. I would 
lilea to bag them* be mag n a m i n ous and stop loving Simonenko! But they arc not so 
ciixnaloss as to stop loving! They are cunning and know very well that by hatred one 
car. Icill only the living, but by leva tho dead as well! But still we should convince 
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iC'ti that it is not in their . oat to love Simcnanko bocauco ooro than once he 

trill cut such a capor from th ;r world that they will bo forced to repudiate him! 


VThcn they war© signing t- 
2 

for Mow Year » s , Vasil Simone, 
i’eroover ho wag disturbed by - 


otters of protect against the cutting of fir trees 
-s troubled 'by tho cutting down of other trees, 
ntiroly dlffofont phenomenon, whan tho tree was not 


cut down. On tho other band . . .• was loolcod after by specially appointed, qualified 
gar donors 5 for its cars wore hotted funds from tho already overburdened state buc 


that it withers?” Philosophc 


gar donors 5 for its cars wore hotted funds from tho already overburdened state budget. 
But the troo continued to with People came and said; "Perhaps it is a poor variety 
that it withers?” Philosophc .plained: “No, tho troo is not inferior, it has 

equal rights, but such is th- . , of history." And at this time, underground, out 

of peoples * sight, tha roots e vary treo wore being cut with tho assistance of 

tlio ir.ost modem excavating equipment. 

. When they appeared as great realists knowing very well what was allowed and what 
was not; what was to their advantage and what was a disadvantage; which way it was 
pomissiblo for tho famous wheel of history to turn, tho wheel which appeared to thorn 
iiite tho whool and axle at a mine shaft, unwound by horccsy who are blind from 
walking in a circle, while the drivbr pars dually appointed by history itself, 
conveys by re of on© wnip h . i . ^ pry ^ s c onmhnc^iconts , at in at t jcus, in unear ora of 
huckster’s sobriety Vasil Simone: ,;o was a hapless Don Quixote, who to uoo tfca words 
of Lesya Ukrainka, refused to re- -ice tho so-called ^historical abyca” as a 
"real abyss" and demanded the cc <eo 3 y impossible* 


Lot America an 


Whon 1 spook ve 


-la remain silent 


'•.■ith whom ho spoke we all -- „ But hcrw hopoloo3 and impossible is all this 

fror.r tho point of view of tha wv -nd educated piglot, which la no versed in the 
of history and haa good-nafe, : ;i.y sucked up political wisdea from tho ' 
moebnnisod trough. And how ires., .ly, hosr nobly it grunts when it hears something 
like this j 


iy nation lit . Ly nation always wills ■ 

Ko one will c- -a out iry people. . 

Turns cats an- '-.yv.-ords vanish shall 
With tho her. of roaoing conquerors. 

You baotard . of fronsiod fcaoga on 
Do not forgot you monsters , whoro’or you bo* 

J.y nation llvoeS In its hot voina 
Cossack blood pulsates and throbs: 

Those* words aro not customary for tho authorities ; they aro not ctistcmary 

• 'or tho easily-frightened “patriots”. 

When they ware avowing that tho most holy civic faith was faith in Shchedrin 8 c 
officials and tho greatest civic courage was. to stand before a.*— «.* Uo — is oOiiUac-i , 

• .sil Piv.or.onko wrote otherwiso: 

Tie 

Tumble you murderers , meditate you flunkeys J 
Life conforms not to your mold. 

fnon thoy ware achieving fa no and substance by the writing of novels on the 
occasion of every successive measure which would finally bring prosperity for the 
c olloc tionisad peasantry, but soon, for some reason, revealed itself sclerotic, 

Vasil Simonenko, at this time,, wrote his peers “Thief” and “Obituary to tho Corn 
Cob Which Porishod at tho Star. ..rain Delivery Centro 5 *. 


Wo havo a category of poe 
basis, regard thonsolvos as gre 
the -cask of praising “common 1. 
call a wretched collective far. 
a third vd.ll count in his vilb • 
thsir great magnanimity, as if 
tho people.” . But tho fact th:. 
miserable hopocks for thoir lab 


/.no beast of thoir peasant drigin and, on tills 
-peasant democrats” . Thoy set for themselves 
• rora" with a variety of artful titles ; coo will 
•' fromsthous, another will call him Koxacleus, 
a dozen Aatcucos. In this ’they -re proud, of 
■- sayj "Look, we know how to sitCv/ i^ospccli ior 
whose Promethousoo ami Anteusoc received a few 
—r, had no right to receive pensions, and do not 
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you assure us that you : 
inforoora and Pfecrasoca , 
0 vad.. , 
Whon tr_ 


10 

-v£) iliSJ*-~tllQn learn f'rwn U n *« v '' 

^ lroa to bo EKa instead or boin : 
-oout \7hoa Shav chenlco wrote « 

-a c uncod brood* 

-- d±o outs? 



